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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
X EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
—GOOD —RUINS 2LALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL OWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Vcasey-Ferd euse is a y id” ﬁe—t»ﬁ’ﬁeen—&- k- century

h%ﬂh% —
Georglan plan stucceed brigk struetire Am Old F(chld Peint, wkich 9v‘rlenkb\'\1t4~e-

novse. == Aol
the Elk River. The mainfacede faces seuth ’fDW W WW

y g s

east—teo—west:

2. o 4ald WAL ppprs L2Ef-
The main block is two—a-nd—aﬁwﬁ.—f-stoxys énd three bajs by twe baysy A svery-| /Z——-

St0ry, 1Wo- by Fatclen
ané-ahalif brick s&ci,;:on is lecated on the west end ef the heuse a-nd—is—tm—baacs.

> Zott ront”
byl -bay. A twentieth century fremt perch extends acress the entlreﬁsuse ané is

epen aleng the main bleck and chosed—:in aleng the additien. The cempestien tiled
reef is ef a medium piteh with inter{azo&g end beiele chimneys. The entire house was
stuccoed in the early part of this century; howenB the brick underneath the perch
is expesed in a couple of areas and English bon€d is evident.

The main(seuth) facade is compesed of three bays en each fleer with a deer
Llosyg (011 /Vlﬂ/\/y"(%tm V\/ds a dﬂvr 1A
eccupying the eentrml ba the Tirst
U (ind]] Dy G o Lo Slome alzm 5%
fleere. e foundatien iIs ef uncoursed fieldétene. Abeve the foundatien is an

which, -
English bend watertable with WtieMest twe basément windew openin;s) -?hey-[qretain

their heavy mertise and tenen timbers al} diamop}g g}';&ggectioned vertical b

weeden bars. %em%fblﬁ-ajopolﬁl’céréhcc above the epening en the seuth-

A
s not visible, :
west cerner. The bené fer the rest of YLhe structure had—m—‘b—ceen—-seaa but ma

N Qs me
pessiblyy be FlemishAwith glazed headers.|” The windew sas} i—s@—ever@) and the trim

is a plain halt reund. The main deer has three herizental gansls (new glazed)
abeve twe vertica}. partially raised panels belew the leék rail. A transem is

lecated abeve the feer with its nmuntins narrew and deep. The deer durreund ds
ae

theve
widely fluted en the herizental amd vertical mehberi and/(square blocks ere=teung.
in the cerners. The deer alse has a paneled jamb. All the door ané w ndew

&/l/‘wb
meldings date frem a later p:ried pessibly be—frem—the—pericd-ereund 1825-1840(;:/’/{
)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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K} SIGNIFICANCE
[ Sy
“ PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE X —-RELIGION
—1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE _—ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —_SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION X MILITARY —SOCIALHUMANITARIAN
*%-1700-1799 —ART _ _ENGINEERING —MusIC —THEATER
X.1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)

—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1768 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Veasey-Ford/ngse has had a leng and serelines tumulteus histery.  The

padiht was eriginally part eof 5t. Jehn's Maner first patented te Jehn Pate of
Virginia by Ceeil Calvert in 1664. Im 1675 Captain Jehn Kerr became the ewner,
who in turn seld the land te Geerge Oldfield in 1683. A4t that time the pbint
was called Veleh's Peint. Gesrge 0ldfield was a cenfidant eof the neterieus
Gecrge Talbet, whe after murdering Christepher Reusby, was suppesed te have
hidden en the preperty im 1684. Sometime areund 1700 Qlféeld neved te
Pennsylzania fer in 1703 a legal decument concerning herses states his
residende as being in Chester Ceunty, Pennsylvainz. (Land Liecerds Liber 2/359)
The praperty was cenveyed from Ephraim Heman te James Veasey in 1716 ané thea
by ®ill te William Veasey in 1753 (Lzrd Records Liber 2/381) William Veasey
married Mary Jerden and in 1768 #itk$ they bullt themselves a home en the
preperty. DBetwenn 1777 and 1787 the eceupancy of the heuse is unclea r but
in 1787 Jehn Ford beught the preperty fmam Veasey. (Land Recerds Liber 16/180)

Captain Jehn Rerd married Milliecemt Hylamd in 1770. (Vestry p. 334) Jehn
was 18 years eI@ and Milliecent was 16. The liiller Histoery of Ceecil Ceunty
states that Captain Ieord settled acress the river frem l'erd's Landing at
Oldfields Peint. (Miller p. 41)

In August ef 1777khe British fleet began te disembark treeps at the ferry

landkng mearby.. This marked the beginning ef the campaign te capbure Philadelphia.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Reference te architectural description by
Janes Wellen Jr. A.I.A.
Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
[JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY ____ 14 &CTES

VERBA'L BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

[§1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME/TITLE Payl B. Teuart, Histeric Sites Surveyer
Geerge W, Lubtz, Histeric Sites Surveyer

ORGANIZATION DATE
Ceeil County Cemnittee /;FWM HT 8/9/78

STREET & NUMBER ’ Y TELEPHONE
Cec:l Cennty Ceurtheuse /5Df\ 3987568

CITY OR TOWN p=2 e STATE
Elkten Jarvians. Z/ﬁz‘ }

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS- 1108
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architectural Beseription centinued 2
The save pescesses & plain bozed cernice whieck dated frem this century.

exeept
The east facade is without fenestzatien Q&G—lﬁ@-}-’—{ the small attie ventilater

[ . . W(‘hdou)
whieh used te be vindew. A matc?i‘nL&-é-%- on the ether side of the bamisk chimmey

stack has been clesed up. A drip ceurse is—feunéd en the gable end and—i% prebably
snee pretectdd 2 pent eave. The eutstanding detail remaining en the east facade is

the slate datestene with the initials W 4 y and the date 1768. L4 tree of life
&

symbel issues eut of the V and cemtinues up inte the arched tep. The initials stand

for William and Mary Vease:§ whe prebably build the heuse in 1768.

+hal”
The nerth facade is identical te the ssuth facade, except —iior the secend fieer

&5 "
central bay whish3is~a. windew thab is lesated. lewer than the other twe windews t—mg Ly

lighty the stairway. The centrally lecated first fheer deer has an arched transem,

’__\which has been clesed up, and a six-panel deer with twe panels new glazed. The let

3lepes v\?esiward en the nerth side)smd expos&[g the nerthwest basement windew.
TheAstery snd-a—hatf brick additien is lecated sn the west gable end zas has

seen radical cha‘nge. The structure rests en a fisldstene foundatiorb and the walls

are reughity hi«ﬁ‘,?:amnon bendwith headers abeut every eighth ceurse. The wing fleer

was prebably censiderably lewer, at er near grade, and traces of a steeper reef

LT wall of the Kffﬂzfgﬁm s
appear in the stucce of theAmain bloc%‘\skwe&twal-}w
secend flesr in the wing. Presently the first flewr is raised te meet the same
level as the Tirst fleer of the main bleck. The reef te the wing has a medium pitch
and is sheathed with /!fmpostion tile. An interier end leriek chimney is lecated
in the west gable. Entrance may be gained threugh either of twe deers lecates

Aoor and iadow)
,oppesite each ether in the castern bay ef the nerth and seuth walls. The/(tr:’m Lo

/ibiim“"‘“' Lhe wvndews favt '

Aand/ts:.x—oﬁergsn.x sash is—plaa:rh—~
et ¢

' Thqggfh;le end of the main bleck pessesses am-idenbieal drip ceurse and a mecern

cement bleck steve stack. The gable end windews flanking the ehimney stack have beth

been cevered up.
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Architectural Descriptien centinued 3
&
Internally a central hall extends threugh the heuse en beth sberys and is
:;}

L.
flanked en beth sides by twe reoms, typical ef all cenﬁgr hall Geergian plans.

An epen dez-leg stair rises,with-an—intermédiate—tandingy be the secend flc)r At avd
st (cads
—aht—-£rem-thers, enclasedﬂlto the attic f=e» in the nerth end ef the hall. The

lewer Ilight of each stair te the Iirst landing is quite steep, the risers an d
treads being almest equal. Rrem the landinz te the next fleer the tread dimensiens
are dramatically greater than the riser dimensiens. Another eoddity to'ﬁis hail is
the pre%#;nce of a drep of twe steps when exiting threuzh the nerth deer. The
cellar stair entrance and nerth# deer are lecated en this landing. The cellar
doer retains its wreught @L hinges with leather washers and six-panel deer.

The main stair has a slim melded hadg:%ail supperted by a slightly tapered newel
and plain rectangular balusters.,

The reems off the hall centain a let of early weedwerk which prebably dates
frem the censtructien ef the heuse in 1768, The main pal;;)is—%he(seuthweut reen)
-at present-and has the mest edaberate cerner fireplace. The mantel has Federal
lines witheut the fine details. There is a melded architrawe areund the fireplace
epening which supports a frieze with plain prejecting pilasters and a wider central
bleck. Abeve the frieze the bed and shelf mﬁlding break sut at each intersectien
with the prejécting pilasters and %Sntral bleck. I[lelded chaigiégil and early
architraves en seme desrs remain.' The entranee between the seuthwest and
nerthwest palers was expanded. +he fireplace in the nerthwest Ffeem has been
remeved but a muppert in the ecellar still exists te preve itg earlier preigence.
Paneled windew reveals were prebably added in the 1325-1840 peried. The ether
twe reems en the first fleer retain their mantels, six—~mnel door5 and deer
architraves. Eagh fireplace has an architrave arsund fhe npgning, a plain frieze,

— sSurvives
bed melding, and a melded shelf., A simple chais;ffil eoes-rendin In the nertheast

but™

reen and net in the seutheast.
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™ Architectural descriptien centinued 4

The sedend stery plan is identical te the firs%?exccpt for a small feem at
the head of the stair, whieh—is presently a bathreem. The clesed up deer is
lecated in this reem and consists ef t§: single pane abeve and the jib deer
belew. -A-peg-beard-is-feund -en-the interior eastwally Three reems en the
second fleer retain their early mantels. They differ slightly from the mantels
in the lewer twe reoms in that they have a narrewer frieze and 511}htly different
bed melding and mantel shelf. The doer architraves differ &—1¢ttiv5£ut are basically
the same,

The attic is unfinished and has revealed much abeut the alteratiens te the
strueture. The reof was prebably rebuilt abeut 1825-1840, aleng with the rest
of the renevatiens. The rafters aze net cemtinueus plate te ridge; the lewer
rafters span enly frem the main walls te the cellar beams. Newer rafters centinue
frem the eeilar beams te the peak. Additiens te the brick gable ends and eutlines

ke
en the inner face of the chimney indicate that the reef Wa§4@f a slightly shallewer

iteh.
. 1ot

£ tweatieth century waterceler depicts the heuse with the dermers en the
seuth slepe ef the reef anit a deuble perch eon the seuth facade, all ef which
haﬂcéisappeared.

In the umceursed fieldstene sellar the straight sawn first fleer fzaming
remains intact. Iuch ef the first fRewr pine fleering remains under a later
hardweed covcring: A stene wall extends acress the cellar frem east te wcstb
and divéde‘? the—eégﬁ-r inT,%vu rectangular reems. Diagenal chimney supperts are
lecated in each interier cerner eof the eellar. /,Lfd (W(/LL hl“ﬁ

Finishes in the west wingz, the present kitch&n, are simple and ef—the—kwentieth
century. A wide dhimney breast suggests a fermer fireplace in west end. A cleset

A

nerth ef the chimney prebably replaces a stair er ladder te the left reem which 1is
J

new inaccessible. Beneath the present fleer there is a deep crawl space that
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~. Architectural deseriptien centinued 5

shews the base of & ceeking fireplace and the remains ef a brick fleer. The
eriginal suppert ever the fireplace opening is feund by loeking abeut kmee level

in the present cleset.

’ﬂ%efront perch dees-extemiy acress the sntire seuth facade of the structure
and seems ts be a later replacement of aa—e&f}iestnigzzi;ntb century perch. 7The
beam abeve $he perch columms mppears te-be elder than mest visible elements of
the perch. Backless benches ame built against the seuth wall ef the house ane
extendisg froem the south deer te the east and west ends of the ppen porchj Their
serelled ends suppert a plank seat. A depression in the stuece just belew th e
seeond fleer line suggests an earlier ferm of the perch. The sectien eof the

perch extending acress the wing has been screened in and dates frem a nmuch later

peried.

/%A¢WLA
Theg (“{bgﬁnﬂgewﬁpquﬁg rty which ua&oubteiiy dates frem the mid te late.

AT iy 0110, s AP N

nineteenth century,sne
o e T

l/lg’f?““” -
Igﬁﬂi a typical bare plan with a cgntyqlqthﬁishing,flnor

and slde alsles for llvesteck, There are shed additiens en the east and west

3 T A

sides fer stora;e. A small outhouse _type building is located Just east of the

e Y N

main houwse and is presently used fer sterage.
= il

s g

136
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Significance eentinued 2

General Geerge Washingten viewed the prasceedings fron a hearby hilltep and sent
the fellewing repert te Brisader General Jehn Armstroeng, "the Enemy began te land
this mering abeut six miles belew Head ef Elk @ppesite the Cecil Ceurt House.®
(Fitzpatriek, p. 130) On the British side, Captain Mentresser stated that, "the
van of the fleet came te ancher at ens half past nine in the mernigg and in half
an heur had made geed their landing." (Jehnsten, p. 217) The British squadren
nunbered 256 vessels carrying appreximately 17,000 English and Hessian seldiers.
After the treeps had landed they made camp in the fields surrounding the

ferry and the read leading te Head of Elk. In Jehnsten's histery a cepy ef Majer
Andre's map gives the lecation ef treeps and ef lecal hemes. (Jehnsten, p. 218)

General Kmyphausem, accerding te Andre's map set up his headquabters in the Ferd

” Heuse. On Auguss 27tR General Hewe marched up the river read te Head eof Elk after

his army had had seme decent ratiens. Due te the lack ef adequate feed while en
beard ship the men were very difficult te contrel dnd a certain ameunt ef pillaging
eccurred. Majer Andre said, "The seldiers slaughtered a great deal ef azattle
clandedtinely," (Jehnsten, p. 332)

At the time ef the British invasien ef Cecil Ceunty Jehn Ferd was servihg
as a menber of the lecal militia. Ferd was commissiened a captain in this greup
en April 21, 1778.

The Tax Cemnissiener Kepert ef 1783 reveals that the British raided, leeted,
and partially burnt Captaim Ferd's heuse, (Miller, p. 44) Ferd requested
renuneratien due te the damages suffered him by the British.

Captain Ferd was an active mesident eof the ceunty after the end ef the war
until his death in 1824. Altheugh his tax assessments reveal that he as cencerned
with eecular matters, his main achievements revelved areund the Pretestant faith

of Methedism. In 1788 Bishep Asbury, the first Methedist bishop ir America, visited
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Sigrificance centinued 3

Ferd and held a meeting for wership at his residence. (Clark, p. 40) A new
Methedist chiirch was fermed in North LEast inm 1794 and Ferd was ene ef the eriginal
trustees. In Bishep Asbury's jeurnal he describes the winter kitchen ef Captain
Jehn Ferd's by saying,"it was a large brick fleeresd reem, with a fireblace eifght
feet across with a stene bench en each side, there was a leng swinging crane. In
the jamb ef the chimney is an eyster even of a half cylinder ghape three feet deep,
twe feet wide with a deer." This quete fellews with the remains ef the winter
kitchen at the present and enly furfher arhhitectural investisatien will proeve

7 - . i gl

- . - , - £
its early appearance. A{{g&f:;mﬁﬁ<f‘w s AL

Alon' w1th the histerical signlflcamce the bulldlng is rich ia architectural

T -

impcrEiEFe. The datestene im the vab&e end is architecturally impertant because
it fimly dates the remaining eighteenth century weedwerk in the heuse. The prepable
Flemish bend brick with segmental arches ever the windews, the pent eaves aleng
the gable ends and tke secend fleer deer tie this building in clesely with buillking
patterns in nerthern Cecil Ceunty and Pennsylsania. The Veasesy-Foré Heuse is ene
of a very few early houses remaining in the Qldfield Peint area and it remaims as a
eredit te its partiecular building traditienms.

The feurteen acres that accempany the neminatien is the ameunt of land the

present swners pessess. If it were pessible the whole peint sheuld be meminated

because of its assecdatien with the landing and encampment ef the British.
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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY

INVENTORY  C Io— 8é

1. sTATE Maryland
CouNTY Cecil County
TOWN Elkton vicinity Oldfield Point

sTREET No. Qldfield Point Road

ORIGINAL OWNER
ORIGINAL USE
PRESENT OWNER Dr. G. Harlan yells
PRESENT USE tenant house

Veasey
dwelling

2. NAME "Oldtield Farm House®

DATE OR PERIOD 1768

STYLE colonial
ARCHITECT
BUILDER W&M v

WALL CONSTRUCTION sStone with stucco
NO. OF STORIES 2

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE

A%

The two story veasey house on (Qldtield

design 1ssuing from the 'y

The nouse sits on a hill overlooking a

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE Endangered 1O

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGN{FICANCE AND DESCRIPTION

covered with stucco and is thr e bays long and two bays deep.
entrance has an elliptical neaded tenlignt above tie door.

wing on a high basement is built oft the west gable.

OPEN TO PUBLIC no

Point is constructed of stone and
The north center
A one story kitchen

Tee singlie most outstandl ng

featurc avout the exterior of tne house is a date plaque on the east gable in

the familiar tombstone shape and contains the initials W Xc M , with a tree-like

1768

ravine wnich leads to the klk River.

I '\""" "0 S ROSQ\’\/\Q&,‘V\‘\ (A, \/\/kCC‘cd”cM.,l

good

Interior 3 Exterior

SUPPLEMENMTAL INFOKMATION AND PHOTC™ ",xPHS MAY BE ADDED ON SHEET OF SAME SIZE

é 6. LOCATION MAP (Plon Optional)

X Cdifv‘{icr

£ el Sp12-2

7. PHOTOGRAPH f./ﬂ

8. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages)
INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC.

The Upper Shoreman, Sept. 1966, cover.

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER

Michael Bourne
Meryland Historical Trust

DATE OF Reccre July 29, 1968
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